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Declaration in solidarity with a strike of MKKSZ  
for negotiations on fair wages on April 23 2025 

 
 
As President and Secretary General of the European Confederation of Independent Trade Unions 
(CESI) – speaking on behalf of more than 40 trade union organisations and over 6 million workers 
across Europe including the Hungarian Civil Servants and Public Employees’ Trade Union (MKKSZ) –, 
we support and stand in strong solidarity with the MKKSZ members and all Hungarian government 
and municipal employees who will take part in a strike on April 23 to demand negotiations with the 
government on wage increases as they are in order under trade union rights in Hungarian national 
legislation. 
 
The strike is the direct result of enduring failings laid out in MKKSZ’s strike demands to request that 
the government engages in negotiations on wages for public sector personnel that no longer reflect 
the dedication and qualifications required of those who serve the public. Despite repeated calls for 
negotiations for fair remuneration, the Hungarian government refuses to engage on this with trade 
unions.  
 
This is a breach of Hungarian national level provisions. It also runs counter to the ILO’s Conventions 
87, 98 and 154 which Hungary all ratified and which the government is bound to respect.  
 
We therefore call on the Hungarian government to respect national and international level trade 
union and collective bargaining rights and principles, and to start engaging with MKKSz on negotiations 
on adequate wages and wage increases.  
 
MKKSZ members and fellow public employees serve their communities every day, supporting citizens’ 
needs, protecting social cohesion, and upholding the rule of law. They must be treated with respect 
and rewarded with dignity. 
 
We reaffirm our firm support for MKKSZ’s initiative to defend its trade union rights and stand ready 
to assist our Hungarian colleagues in their collective fight for trade union recognition. 
 
 
Signed on April 22 2025 
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Romain Wolff    Klaus Heeger 
President of CESI   Secretary General of CESI 


